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Mo unto them that riſe up early in the Morning, that 
they may follow ſtrong Drink, that continue until 
Night, till Wine inflame them. IJ 952 
And the Harp, and the Viol, the Tabret and Pipe, 
and Wine are intheir Feaſts : But they regard not 

. theWork of the Lord, neither confider the Opera- 
tion of his Hands. | Fl, 


HE Prophet had in the beginning of thisChaprer 

ſhew'd under the Parable of a Vineyard, the 
a baſe lIngratitude of the Fews towards God, and 
the Judgments which they might deſervedly 
expect; Nom, ſays the Prophet, will I ſing to my well Belo- 
wed 2 Song of my Belo ued, touching his Vineyard. My Belo- 
wed hath a Vineyard in @ very frunful Hill. And be fenced 
it, and gathered out the Stones thereof, and planted it with 
the choiceſt Vine, and built a Tower in the midſt of it, 
and alſo made a Wine-preſi therein; and be looked that it 

| ſhould bring farth Grapes, and it brought forth wild 
Grapes, And now O Inhabitants of Feruſalem and Men 
of Judab, judge, ] pray you, between me and my Vineyard; 
What could have been done more to my Vineyard that I have 
not done in it? Wherefors&,when | looked that it ſhould bring 
forth Grapes, brought it forth wild Grapes ? And now, go to, J 
will tell you what I will do to my Vineyard: I will take away 
the Hedge thereof, and it ſhall be eaten up; and break, down 
the Wall thereof, and it ſhall be trodden down, and I will lay 
it waſte : it ſhall not be pruned nor digged, but there ſhall come 
up Briars and Thorns. I will alſo Command the Clouds that 
they Rain no Rain upon it. And then follows the Appli- 
cation. Fer the Vineyard of the Lordrof Hoſts is the Houſe 
of Iſrael, and the Men of Judah ha pleaſant Plant ; and he 
booked for Judgment, but behold Oppreſſion; for Rig bteonſ- 
neſs, but behold 4 Cry. B82 5 Mr 
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And then after this by Charge laid againſt ther 
of Ingratitude, Unfruitfulneſs, and notorious Wick- 
edneſs, the Prophet proceeds in the remaining part of 
the Chapter to make irgood in ſeveral Particulars, in- 
ſtancing eſpecially in their Coverouſneſs and Injuſticez 
ver. 8. their Intemperance, Prophaneneſs and Irreli> 
gion, ver. II. their affected Blindneſs aud Ignorancein 
their Duty, ver. 13. their Wilfulneſs, Prefumption 
and Impudence in ſinning, ver. 18. rheir prophane 
ſcoffing at, and deſpiſing the Divine Treg ver, 
19. their confounding the Notions of good an Evil; 
ver. 20, their fooliſh Conceitedneſs of themſelves, ver. 
1. their valuing themſelves upon their Strength todo 

Wickednefs, ver. 22. and their notorious Bribery, In- 
Juſtice, and perverting of judgment, ver. 23. And at + 
the mention of moſt of theſe, the Prophet denounces 


ſeverally a ſpecial Wo againſt the Petſohs allowing 


themſelves in the Sins there particularly mentioned 
and at the Concluſion of all, from the Twenty fourth 
Verſe to the end, declares the high Diſpleaſure chat 
God had taken againſt his People for theſe their matiy 

and great Provocations, and the terrible and -ſeyete 3 
| Jadgments, which he had already ſent and executedup= 
on them for the ſame, and was determined, if they 
ſtill went on toprovoke him as they had done, tocons 
tinue and increaſe until he ſhou'd have utterly deſtroy= I 
ed them. This, is, in ſnort, the Sum and Deſign of 

this whole Chapter. | ue | | 


The Words which 1 have clioſeti at preſent to dif- 


courſe of, in the Eleventh and Twelfth Verſes, con- 
tain the ſecond of thoſe particular 2 en the 
Jews, which I before mention d; And which I called 4 

harge of Intemperance, Prophaneſs; and Irreligion z 
and it is alſo one of thoſe which denounces a ſpecial Fd 
againſt the Perſons that were liable to it. Wo auto thepb 
© that riſe up early in the Morning, that they may follow ſtrong i 
Drink, that continue untill Night, till Wine jaflanie chem ol 
Aud the Harp and the Vioh, the Tabret and Pipe, and Wine 
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| are iu the Feafts, but they regard not the Wark of the Lord, neither con- | 
fer the: Operation of his Hands. And this I call d a Charge laid a- 0 
| | 
| 
{ 


gainſt them, not only of Intemperance and Senſuality, ( rho' that be the 
thing that ſeems to be moſt directly charged upon them) but like wiſe of 
| Prophaneneſs and Irreligion; for it ſeems to be here intimated, that the 
| JTntemperance and Senſuality which they allow'd themſelves in, was at 
ſuch times as were ſpecially defign'd and appointed by God for a Religi- 
ous Commemoration of his Benefits; the Harp and tbe Viol, the Tabret 
and Pipe, and Wine are in their Feaſts, but they regard not the Work of | 
the Lord; i. e. that Work of the God in memory of which rhoſe Feaſts | 
 - were kept, Ir was therefore a Fault in them, and a great one too, that | 
they regarded not the Work of the Lord, neither conſidered the Operati- | 
on of his Hands; and it was another great Fault, that they allow'd them- | 
ſclves roo freely in Gluttony, Drunkenneſs and Senſuality ; but that which | 
Vas a great Aggravation of both theſe Faults was their Complication, that 
is, that they ſpent that very time in the Practice of theſe Sins, wherein 
they were under a ſpecial Obligation of exerciſing themſelves in thoſe Du- 
ics, Viz, on the Solemn Feaſt-Days, appointed and ordained on pur poſe, 
religiouſly to commemorate the Bleſſings and Benefits they had received 
from God, and to return him their Hearty Thanks for the ſame. The 
Harp and the Viol, the Tabret and Pipe, and Wine are in their Feaſts; 
there was Mirth and Jollity enough, and roo much; but at the ſame time 
little or no Religion; there was not more too much of the former, 
= than there was too little of the latter; for they regarded not the Work of 
the Lord, neither conſidered they the Operation of his Hands. 
| This it N too often the Fews way of keeping their Religious 
5 Feaſts: In the Faſting Part, they took care not only to do, but to over- 
do; but in the Religious Part they did nothing at all; ſo far vere they 
from ſpending the time of the Sacred Feſtival in Devout Praiſes and 
Thbankſgivings to God, for thoſe Mercies and Deliverances which thoſe 
Feſtivals were ordained to commemorate, that they had no regard to, or | 
conſideration of them at all; their only Care and Thought was ro make | 
Proviſion tor the Fleſh, to fulfill the Luſts thereof; and in that they 
were as careful and thoughtful as they could poſſibly be; riſing up early | 
in the Morning that they might follow ſtrong Drink, and continuing until! | 
Night, till Wine inflamed them. $3 
And I wiſh I could fay that this was not alſo too often the Chriſtians 
way of keeping their holy Feaſts; ſure F am, tis too too commonly our | 
way of keeping them; and eſpecially of this great Feſtival of all, which. | 
we at this time celebrate, in Memory of the greateſt Miracle of the Di- 
vine Mercy that was ever ſhewn to Mankind, viz. God's ſending his own 
Son into the World for their Redemption. On this Feſtival, and ſhall I 
add too, in commemoration of this Benefit?) what more cuſtomary than 
for Men to riſe up early in the Morning, that they may follow ſtrong 
Drink, and to continue until Night, till Win? inflame them? Now, if 
ever, we look to hear the Sound of the Harp and the Viol, of the Ta- 
bret and Pipe, this is reckon'd the proper Seaſon for Muſick, and N 
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and Merry-making; now alſo is Wine in our Feaſts; this is the time, the 
cime of the whole year, for good Eating and Drinking: But then our 
thouꝑ lis are commonly ſo taken up, and our time ſo much employ d in theſe 
things, that we have no mind to, or no leiſure for any thing that is good; 
God is not in all our thoughts, not now, I ſay, when in Reaſon he oughr 
robe moſt there ; We regard not in our Minds the Work of ine Lend, nei 
rher ds we conſider the Operation of his Hands. 

But fince the Caſe is ſo, will ſome perhaps be ready to hs. that this 
feſtival however at firſt perhaps pioully deſign d, is now ſo very much abys'd, 
why is it not rather quite laid aſide? Why ſhould we continue the obſer- 
vation of a Feaſt, which is ſo commonly, fo cuſtomarily, nay ſo conſtant- 
ly, every Year, (Ann. 1644.) an occaſion of much Sin? and time was, 
we have been rold, and you may perhaps ſome of you remember, when 
this Counſel fo far prevail'g, that ,his Day was by order obſery.d as a Faſt: 
(Ann. 1645, Ce.) Time was when the Churches on this Day were gene- 
rally kept ſhut,and the Shops were ordered to be kept open; and a fort of 
Inquiſition was ſet up againſt even thoſe kinds of Food, which had been 
moſt cuſtomarily in uſe at this Seaſon." But what Warrant the then Re- 
formers had for this, from the Pattern ſhew'd re them in the Mount, ac- 
cording to which they pretended to make all their Reformation, I could, 
never yet learn, 

For the Jewiſh Feaſts the Feaſt of the Paſſover kept i in memory of their 
Deliverance out of Egypt, that of Penticoſt, in memory of the overthrow of 
Pharaoh in the Red Sea, and of the giving the/Law upon mount Srr2a7, 
and the Feaſt of Tabernacles, in memory ot their dwelling ſo long in the 
Wilderneſs in Tents, and — the Wonders which God did there; theſe 
Feaſts, I ſay) had, as is plainly intimated in the Text, been abufed: by 
ſome looſe and diſfolute Perſons amongſt the Jews, juſt as ours have been: 
they had been made by ſome the Seaſons, they had proved to fame: the 
occaſions of much Exceſs and ſinful Extravagance; But were they fog ghig 
reaſon thought fit to be laid aſide and aboliſn' d? were they for this Res- 
ſon forbidden to be obſeryed any longer? | 

No, perhaps you'll ſay, for theſe were of Divine Inſtitution; and tiere 
fore could not by any Human or Eccleſiaſtical Authority be laid aſide, 25 
qurs may be; the Celebration of which has been ordain d o by Humaid 
Prudence, and the Authority of the Church. | 

And this indeed is true, That thoſe Feſtivals which were and | 
by God, could not be aboliſhed by Men; neither cauld any Man, how 
much ſoever they were abuſed, have taken upon him to aboliſh them, 
without ſetting up his own Wiſdom againſt God's. 11 Vino 

[ did not therefore ask why» the few themſelves, i. e. . why the Highs 
Prieſt, or the Sanhedrim, or the King for the time being, or whogyer 
elſe is ſuppoſed to have had the ſupreme Eeclefiaſtical Authority in the 
Nation ; (I did nor, [fay, ask, why theſe) did nor lay aſide the Cetera. 
tion of thoſe Feaſts, in which chere had | been de np ſo e 
*. J. Bp. Patrick in Eu xxiũ. 4 n Dran 
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Prunkenneſs and Intemperance, and ſo little Religion - but I only ask in 


general, why they were not laid aſide and aboliſh d; and laid aide, withs 


out doubt, they might have been, and aboliſhY, by © 
the fame Authority by which they had been before or- 


dain'd, i. e. by God himſelf : Burt it did not you ſee 
ſeem good to the Divine Wiſdom to take this Method 


of preventing the ſinful Abuſe of ſuch holy Feſtivals; 


all that God himſelf thought fit to do in the Cafe, was 
to warn the People againſt this prophaning a Religious 
Inſtitution, and to denounce 4 Hoe againit thoſe that 
| did; Wo unto them that riſe up early in the Marning, that 
they may follow ftrong Drink, &c. 

For he knew how inſenſibly we generally are of the 
Divine Benefits, how apt we are to let them flip out of 
| our Minds, and how neceſſary it is that our Memory 

thereof ſhould be frequently refreſh'd; he knew how 


very requiſite it was that ſome ſpecial Times, and Sea- 


ſons ſhould be appointed for this purpoſe, there being 
great danger that that good Work will never be done at 
all, for the doing whereof ſome ſpgęijal time is not ap 

pointed: He knew alſo that che Here wiſe and reli- 
gious would conſider and underſtand the Loving - Kind- 
neſs af God, not only in granting the Bleſſing or Bene- 
fit commemorated, but likewiſe in ordering them to re- 
 Þice in his Goodneſs, and to continue the Memory 
thereof with ſolemn Praiſes and Thankſgivings; and 
that ſuch as were looſe and ſenſual, and given to Intem- 
erance, would not have been reſtrain'd from their 
Lioting and ſinful Extravagances, only by aboliſhing 
| ſuch Seaſon of Publick Praiſe and Rejoycing ; but that 
If they had not had thoſe, they would have taken other 
Occaſions of fulfilling the ſame fleſhly Luſts; ſo that 
only to have abo'iſhed ſuch Feſtivities, would not have 


been a means of reforming the Wicked part of the 
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World, That would ſtill have been as Inſting, ſenſual, 
as intemperate, both then and at other times, as it too 
commonly was upon the holy Feſtival ; for the ſame 
corrupt Heart would, at all times, ang upon all ot 
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ſions, have produced plentifully the ſame corrupt 
Fruits; but to thoſe who were piouſly and well difpoſed, © 


it wound, have been indeed a great detriment and diſad- 


vantage, by the aboliſhment of thoſe days, to have 


been deprived of thoſe bleſſed Opportunities which 


were therein afforded them, of contemplating the di- 
vine Goodneſs, and impreſſing the ſenſe thereof ſtrong- 
ly upon their Minds, an Working themſelves up ro 
to the higheſt degrees of Love and Gratitude to G 


their molt bountitul Benefactor. | 


In a Word; *Tis Matter of Fact, that gheſe Feſtivals, 7 
tho' they had been much prophan'd and Abugd by ſome  *? 
wicked and licentious Perſons, were not, however, by 
any Command of God laid aſide, or forbidden to be 
any longer obſery'd ; and tis, Ithink, highly probable, 
that the Reaſons above-mentioned. or ſuch like, were 
the Reaſons why they were nevertheleſßs continued: 


But however that be, ſince they were by the Wiſdom | 


of God thought fit to be ſtil] continud and obſerv'd, 


notwithſtanding the ill Uſe that ſome prophane and 


rofligate Perſons had made of them; I can fee go rea- 
on, why the Governors of the Chriſtian Church may 
not, in a like Caſe, reaſonably follow the Pattern 
which the Wiſdom of God has ſet them; and ſtill con- 
tinue the Obſervation of thoſe Chriſtian Feſtivals (and 
of this in particular) which were inſtituted at firſt with - 


a pious Deſign, and from the Religious Obſervation. 1 


whereof ſuch are a$ piouſly and vertuouſly inclined 
may, and do, without doubt, receive much Spiricual 
Advantage, al 

among the Jet) ſome leud and prophane Perſons, 
who, by their wicked Abuſe of them, ſpending them 


in Exceſs and Drunkenneſs, and other Luſts of the 


Fleſh, do haſten, aſcertain, and much encreaſe their 
own Damnation. 3 | Hee 
For tho it can't, indeed, be ſaid, E is nat pretended 
by us, that any of theſe Feſtivals, or this of Chriſtmaſs 


in particular, was Ls (as the Fewiſk Feſtivals 
* A 4- 


before 


tao? there be now (as there were former 


— 


before ſpoken of, were) by the ſpecial Direction and 

and Command of God; ſo that it might be aboliſfid by 
Humane Authority (which thoſe could not be) #ithour 
oppoſing or contradicting a poſitive Divine Inſticution : 
Yer this we may ſay, and this we do affirm, That the 
Bleſſing and the Benefit which we now commemorate, 
(viz, the Redemption of the World by the Incarnation 

of the Son of God, who was manifeſted, as at this Time, 
to deſtroy the Works of the Devil) was an infinitely 
greater Benefit, than the Deliverance of the Iraelites 
out of eA#gypty than the Deſtruction of Pharaoh and his 
Holt in the Red-Sea, or than the miraculous Preſerva- 
tion of the Jews for forty Years in the Wilderneſs ; fo 
that if they deſerved to be kept in perpetual Remem- 
brance, by Annual Feſtivals, inſtituted in Commemo- 
ration thereof, much more does this deſerve to be in 
like manner remember with Joy and Thankfulneſs. 
There was good Reaſon therefore that the Church 
| ſhould appoint ſome Day or Days in the Year, where- 
on this ſhouid be done; for a Publick Work of Religion 
(as this is) mult have a ſpecial Time appointed for it, 

or elle it can't be done at all. | 

Now this 1s all. that the Church does; ſhe appoints a 
certain Time whereon all her Members ſhould meet 
in Religions Aſſemblies, to ſing and givePraites to God 
for this his ineſtimable Benefit; and that they may be 
furniſſ᷑d with proper matter for Devotion and Medi- 
tation, ſhe provides Prayers to be uſed, and appoints 
Portions of Scripture to be read, and Sermons to be 
preached, ſuitable to the Occaſion; and that they may 
have Leiſure, and be in better Diſpoſition of Mind for 
this Holy Exerciſe, ſhe diſcharges them, for that Lime, 
from the Works and Labours of their ordinary Call- 
ings; and, as ſuitable to ſuch a Time of Rejoycing, 
me Coe the 0 = N l e ; 
and ſhe may, perhaps, ſaid alſo ta permit (but that's 
the molt that can be aich 2 freer and more plentiful 
Uſe of the good Creatures of God, than the Condi- 
| | | * 
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d | tions and Circumſtances: of Men could furniſh them 
y | , with at all other Times of the Year ; but all the while 

It | ſhetrixatly enjoyns them to keep within the Bounds of 

': | Temperance and Sobricty; and whether they eat or 

e | drink, or whatever elſe they do, (not unbecoming an 
„ Holy Feſtival) to do all to the Glory of God. Wo kong: 

nj Thus, I think, it appears that there was good Rea- 

„ | fon at firſt for the appointing this Holy Feſtival to be 
kept, in ſuch Devout and Religious manner as the 
Church has directed it to be kept. And if there was 
is | good Reaſon for its firſt Inſtitution, there is, I think, 
the ſame Reaſon why. it ſhould continue ſtil] ro be ob- 

oO | ſerved, and that notwithſtanding ſome Abuſes that 

- | have. crept into, and ſome Inconveniencies that have 

> | ariſen by the Obſeryation thereof: For what is there 

n jo good that has nor been miſuſed 2, Or what is there 

S. | ſo uſeful that has not been attended with ſome Incon» 

h | veniences Even in eating and drinking many Sins 
n 

3 


are every Day committed; 1s it fit therefore tliat a Law 
ſhould be made to forbid Eating and Drinking? Or 
that Publick Officers fhould be appointed to deliver out 
to every one his Meat and Drink by Weight and Meas 7 
a | ſure? There is great Exceſs in Apparel, would it be 
t | reaſonable therefore to forbid the wearing of anx 
d | Cloaths, or to command that no Cloaths ſhould” be 
e | made but ſuch as are abſolutely neceflary, and thoſe 
of the Courſeſt Stuff, and after the Plaineſt Faſhion? 
And as little Reaſon is there to aboliſh a Religious Feſti⸗ 
val, which was well deſigned, and which is of Excel- 
Y | lent Uſe to ſuch as are Piouſly and well diſpos d, and 
r | which, according to the Obſervation of it which the 
> | Church directs, is a very probable Means to reclaim }_ 
even thoſe that are Vicious, and by reminding them 
of the Mercies and Bleſſings of God, which otherwiſe 
they would never have thought of ar all, to bring them 
to ſome Senſe of Duty and Gratitude, (as little Reaſon, 
Ifay, is there to aboliſh ſuch a Religious Feſtival) on- 
ly becauſe ſome prophane Perſons do, and will, 7 55 
| | occaſion 
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WF occaſion to ſpend it in Rioti 
Uncleanneſs: For that they do thus ſpend it, whoſe - 
I) Fault is it? Is it not their own? Does the ChiFch; 
which appoints it to be obſery'd, direct that it ſhould 
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be obſerv d in this manner? i 

No, perhaps you'll fay, that indeed ſhe does not, 
ſhe commands it to be kept in a quite different manner; 
but however thus, notwithſtanding all the Proviſion 
ſhe has made to prevent it, it has been kept, and thus 


(äaſter all the Care ſhe can take about it) it probably 
will be kept by a great many; and therefore to cut off 
Occaſion from ſuch as will take Occaſion, we think 


it had better not be kept at all, but be made again, as 
it once was, a Day of ordinary Work and Labour. 


And do you think then, indeed, that che Aboliſh- 


ment of this Feſtival would help very much to reform 
the World? No ſuch matter: For do not they that 
Eat to Exceſs at this Time, Eat as much to Exceſs at 
any other Time, when they have Plenty before them 
of ſuch Proviſions as they lixe? Are not they that are 
Drunk on the Chriſtmaſs Holydays, as free to be 


Drunk at any other Time of the Year, when they can 
find Time and Money for it? Do not they that now 


riſe up early in the Morning to follow ſtrong Drink, 
and continue until Night, till Wine enflame them, do 
the ſame whenever elle in the Year they can get to be 
releasd for a Day or two from the Labours of their 
Calling? Are not they that now ſpend whole Daysand 
Nights in exceſſive Gaming, to the neglect of their Bu- 
fines, and the waſting of their Eſtates, and the Impo- 
veriſhment of their Families, as ready and deſirous to 


do the ſame at any other Scaſon of the Year, when they 
can meet with (and ſuch as are never hard to be met 


with Perſons as idle, and as ſpend-threft as themſelves ? 
Nay, do not they that ſpend the Chriſtmaſs Holydays 
in Idleneſs and Exceſs, and finful Pleaſures, moſt com- 


monly ſpend all other Days: dedicated to Religion after 


the ſame manner? Do not they commonly _ the 
| | | I lame 
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ſame Uſe of a Faſting Day that they do of a Feſtival? IJ 
De pat they commonly ſpend, the Lord's Day it ſelf A 
as idly And as ſinfully as they do Chriſtmaſs Day? It is 
not therefore the Day that corrupts or helps to ſpoil - ; 
the Men, bug they are the Men that corrupt and ſpoil *: 
the Day. And therefore iſ in order to prevent and re- 
3 {form this Abuſe, it be neceſſary to Aboliſh any one 
Day that has too cuſtomarily been thus abus d and pro- 
is Iphan'd, it will be neceſſary, for the fame Reaſon, to 
Y. [aboliſh all other Days that have been in the like manner 
ff prophan'd, or that are liable to be in the like manner 
abus d: And then, that Men may have no Time or 
Leiſure for their Vices, it will be neceſſary that they 
-| ſhould be kept (as the Haaelites were in the Egyprian. 
Bondage) to hard and continual Labour; for if ever 
they are ſuffer d to ceaſe from their Burdens, they will 
(ſuch of them, I mean, as are wickedly and prophane- 
ly enclin'd; they will) be employing that leiſure Time 
in making Proviſion for the Fleſh, to fulfil the Luſts 
therefore. Then, that none may have Time for their 
Vices, none muſt have any leiſure Time from their 
Works for the Exerciſe of Religion; for the fame”. 
Time that the Pious and Religious do ſpend in the Ex- 
erciſe of Devotion, the ſame will the Prophane and 
Profligate ſpend in the finful Luſt of the Fleſh; the 
Conſequenee of which will be, that as then there will 
ar be leſs Vice and Looſeneſs, leſs Rioting and 
Irankenneſs, ſo there will be likewiſe leſs Religion 
and leſs Devotion; for theſe can no more be vradiied 
without Time than the other. And, I doubt, the 
World, in the whole, would be then much worſe than 
it is now; for it is better, that with a mixture of bad, 
there ſhould be ſome good Perſons in the World, than 
that there ſhould be none at all good id it; and none 
good there could be, if all Men were held to their La- 
bours and their Burdens wichout ceaſing, and without 
Inter miſſion. * 
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of Religion (no reaſon that this in particular) ſhould 
be aboliſh'd, only becauſe ſome People are ſo Mienedf C 


as to turn it into a Day of Intemperance and Senſuality: 7 
* becauſe the aboliſhing the Day would not alone ſerve 5 


— 


to prevent the Wickedneſs that is acteg upon it; it 
would but only put off the acting it from this Day tc 
ſome other Day; and, in the mean Time, they tha 
are devoutly inclin'd, would, by the days being laid 
aſide, be depriv'd of an excellent Means of Religion, 
and help to their Devotion; and that great Myſtery of 
Godlineſs, which we now commemorate, God manifeſt 
in the Fleſh, would more ſeldom be had in remem-f 
brance and reflected upon; and in Time to come 
(this Annual Memorial of it being deſtroy d and taken 
away) would be in danger of being quite forgotten. 

Thus much I thought it reaſonable to ſay at this 
Time, to juſtify the Wiſdom and Piety of the Church, 
a8 well in ſtill retaining the Obſervation of this great 
Feſtival, in Memory of the Birth of the King of Hea- 
ven, as in its firſt Inſtitution, and that notwithſtand- 
ing the ill Uſe that the Prophane and Licentious have 
made, and, tis likely, will {till make of it. * 

But nothing can be ſaid to juſtify their Wicked Abuſe ;; 
of it; for, Ne unto them, ſays the Prophet in the Text, 
that riſe up early in the Morning that they may follow ftrong 
Drink, that continue until Night till Wine enflame them. And 
e Harp and the Viol, the Tabret and Pipe, and Wine are in | 
3 heir Feaſts, but they regard not the Work of the Lord, neither 
conſider the Operation of bis Hands. | 

The proper Application of which Words, tothe great 
Feſtival that we at this Time celebrate, will be, I fup- 
pole, by ſhewing, Firſt, What that Work of the Lord 
is which we ought at this Time to have regard to, and | 
to exerciſe our Meditations upon; Secondly, What |, 
Thoughts and Affections towards God, the Conſidera- |. 
tion thereof is proper to work in us, and what Influ- N 
ence it ought to have upon our Lives; And, Third, 
laſtly, How very unſuicable to the Occaſion of our |; 
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1D. cent Joy and Thankſgiving, the Cuſtom is, of thoſg 


e ròͤphane and licentious Perſons, who ſpend this Time 
In Rioting and Drunkenneſs, and other ſinful Luſts of 
he Fleſn; of all which very, briefly. * 
A. Then, I ſhall briefly new, what that Work of 
1 he Lord is, which we ought at this time to have a ſpe- 
0 jal regard to, and to exerciſe our Meditations upon. 
11nd this has. been often already intimated: Thar 
"Work of God which we are now more eſpecially to 
onſider, is his ſending (as at this time) his own Son 
into the World, for the Redemption of Mankind. 
and here we ſhould do well to conſider more parti: 


ularly —— 
1 The Greatneſs and Digniry of the Perſon that was 
his ent, the only begotten Son of God; He who was the 
+ Brightneſs of the Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image of bis 
2 Perſon ;; upbolding all things by the Word of his Power , that 
Eternal A0) -, of whom St. Jobs ſpeaking, ſays, I 
7 the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
d Lind the Word was God; the (ame was in the beginning with 
od. All things were made by him, and without him as 
e bet any thin made that was made. The Senſe of which 
"© ks very well expreſsd in the Creed commonly call'd* 
the Nicene Creed, wherein declaring our Belief of this 
3 Article, we are taught to ſay, I believe in one Lord Fe- 
2 Chriſt, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of his Fa- 
f ber before all Worlds, God of God, Light f Light, very 
od of very God, begotten not made, being of one Subſtance 
with the Father, and by whom all things were made. Such 
ras the Perſon whoſe coming into the World we at 
n his time commemorate. 4; | 
] IT. Another thing proper to be now conſiderd by us, 
As the manner of his being ſent; That he came hor in 
he Glory of his Father, with the holy Angels, as he will 
ome. hereafter, when he ſhall return to judge the 
Vorld ; nay, that he came not with ſo much Glory 
as the Angels of Light had been uſed to appear in, When 
hey were ſeat by God on ſome Meſſage co Men; 15 | 
a... "be 


as 


emptied himſelf, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, Phil. il. 3, Eu ee 
be laid aſide his Majeſty and Glory; he deveſted himſelf for Mhile (nor 
indeed of his Eternal God · head, for that could not be, but) of the Glory 
which he had with his Father before all Worlds, and og? upon him the 
form of a Servant, and way made inthe likeneſs of Men He whom the 
Heavens and che Heaven of Heavens could not contain, condeſcended, by 
aſſuming the Human Nature, the Soul and Body of Man to himſelf, to be 
as it were) circumſcriled and limited within the ſame narrow Bounds that 
we are; The Word was made Fleſp and dwelt among us: And neither was 
his dwelling among us after the manner of earthly Kings and Princes, with 
State and Magnificence, in Splendor and Plenty; but he appear d among 
us as one of the meaneſt of Men, as the Son of a Carpenter, of a Man who 
earn'd his Living by his Labour; with whom alſo, until the time that he 
began to preach (which was not till he was about Thirty Years old) he 


C4) 


js generally bcliev'd to have work d at the ſame Trade, Neither after 


that, was his way of Living advanc'd ; for he had then no Houſe of his 
own to lay his Head in, no Eſtate of his own to live upon, but was for 
the moſt part maintain d by Charity and Contribution. Was ever ſuch 
Conde ſcention before heard of? Or could it enter into the Heart of Man 
that ſuch a thing could be? Great indeed, might the Apoſtle well ſay, 77 
thu Myſtery of Godlineſs, God manifeſted in the Fleſh, But. 

III. Another thing proper to exerciſe our Meditation upon at this Sea» 
ſon, is the End and Deſign of this Incarnation of the Son of God; which; 
id general, was the Redemption of Mankind from that wretched, deplo- 

rable and deſperate State, which by Sin they had plung'd themſelves into. 
Fur this purpoſe, ſaith the Apoſtle, he Son of God was manifeſted, that 
he might deftrey the Works of the Devil, 1 John iii. 8, And God! fo loved 
the World, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth 
in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. For God ſent not 
bis Son into the World to condemn the World, but that the World t hre 
bim might be ſaved; ſo we are told by our Saviour himſelf, Fohn iii, 
16,17, This was the gracious Debgn of God and our Saviour in this 
" wonderful and myſterious Undertaking ; to make Peace for us, and to 
_" preach Peace ro us; to reconcile us to God, and to ſave us from our Sins, 

and to redeem our Souls from Deſtruction. | 

In order to which; and as a means of accompliſhing, which graciotts 
Defign ; (and that's another thing proper to be now conſidet d, and me- 
ditated upon.) 

IV. He not only took upon him our Nature, in that to converſe freely 
and familiarly with us, and to teach us both by his Precepts and by his 
Example the way we vere to rake to be happy; but in this Nature united 
to the Divinity, he pay'd the Price of our Redemption, he gave his Life 
4 Ranſom for all: For in him (as the Apoltle ſays) we have Redemption 
through his Blood, even the Forgiveneſs of Sins, Col. i. 14. And this in- 
deed ſeems to have been the main deliga of his coming; the chief Reaſon 
tor which it was neceſſary that he fnould become Man, For the fame 
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Precepts and Rules of Holy Living might have been given by an Angel, 
dr Eveu by a meer Man inſpircd by God, and furniſh'd with Power ſuf- 
ficient to prove his Divine Miſſion, beyond all Contradiction; and the 
ſame exce:lent Example which he gave, was not, I ſuppoſe,” impoſlible to 


have been giv. 1 by another Man, aſſiſted and ſtrengthien d unto all Good .- 


by the powerful Operation ot the Holy Ghoſt : hut to redeem loft Mans 
kind, to ſatisſie the Juſtice of God, to make Peace berween God abd Men 
that was what could not be done either by Angels or Men; that was what 
none could do but the Son of God; none but He could pay the Price of fo 
large a Purchaſe, for no Creature's ſuffering could have been equivalent 
to the Deſtruction of the whole Race of Mankind, which was thereby to 
be bought of. For this purpoſe therefore the Soe of God aſſum'd our Na- 
ture, that, an ineſtamable Value being added to his ſuffering as a Man 
by the Union of the Divine Nature with the Human, he might by one OU. 
lation of himſelf once offered, make a full, perfect, and ſufficient Sacri- 
fie, Oblation and Sati faction for the Sins of he whole World, This was 
what he came to do; this was what by his Iacarnation, i. e. by his being 
manifeſted in the Fleſh, he was capacitared to do; this was what he adu- 
ally did do-for us: For (as the Apoſtle ſays) being found in faſhion as 
3 Man, he humbled himſelf, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the Croſs, Phil. ii. 8. And this is that wonderful Work of God 
which we ought, now eſpecially, to regard; this is that Operation of his 
hands, which the preſent Feſtival calls upon us to confider. | | 
But mere Meditation or Contemplation oaly is'not a ſufficient Commes 
moration of this great Myſtery ; unleſs we make it as uſeful and practical 
to our ſelves as we can. This therefore was the next thing I propounded 
to do, vis. | 
2. To ſhew, what Thoughts and Affections towards God the Confide 
ration of theſe things ſhould work in us, and what Influence jr ought 3 


have upon our Lives. | 
I. What Thoughts aden of Mind towards God the Confidera- 
tion of theſe things ſhould work in us. 2 | PL 
And the natural return for Love is Love: If thezefgxe God fo loved the 
World as to give his only begotren Son, to take upon him the Human 
Nature, in that to paſs a wretched and painful Life, and to die ag accur- 


ſed Death for their Redemption, how can we chuſe bur love him again, N 


and devote our ſelves, Souls and Bodies intirely to his faithful Service ? 
For this (as the Apoſtle ſays) is the Lowe of God, that we keep his Com- 
mandments ; we can teſtifie and make Proof of our Love to God no other 
way. This therefore 3 

II. Is the Influence which the Conſideration of that great Myſtery of 
Godlineſs, which we now commemorate, ſhould have upon our Lives; e 


"ſhould look upon our ſelves as the Redeemed of the Lord, and not live any 


longer to our ſelves, but unto him that died for us; being bought with 4 
Price, and that vor with corruptible things as Silver and Gola, but with 
the preview Bleed of the Sen of Cd, made Man; we ſhould aſſert our free 
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dom from the Slavery of Sin 4 Devil, and glorifie God, both ig 
Body and in our Spirit, which are his, TINS Af — 
And this leads me to the third and laſt thing which I propouridet to do, 
and wherewirh I defign to put an end to this Diſcourſe, fr * Fa 


3. To ſhew how very unſuitable to the occafign of  ovr/preſent Joy and 
Thankſgiving, the Cuſtom is of thole prophane and licentious Perſons, 
who, ſpend this time in Rioting and Drunkenneſs, and other ſinful Luſts 
of the Fleſh. For the Myſtery we now commemorate is the Birth of the 
Son of God, who was manifeſted for this purpoſe, that he might deſtroy the 
Works of the Devil: Can any thing then be more abſurd, then that we 
ſhould ſpend the time of this holy Feſtival in the practice of thoſe Wicked 
Works which he came ro deſtroy? The Bleſſing we now pretend to thank 
God for, is our Redemption from the Power of Sin, and the Dominion 
of Darkneſs: Canany thing be more contradictory to this pretence, than 
now at this very time to {ell our ſelves again to that Slavery from which 
we ſeem to Rejoyce that We were redeem'd? He gave himſelf for us that 
he might redeem us from all Iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar 
People zealous of good Works : Is it not then a very unſuitable way of com- 
memorating this Benefit, that Iniquity ſhould abound now, rather more 
than at other times? And that our Love to God, and Zeal for his Ser- 
vice, thould now be. more cold, when it ought to be moſt flaming and 
operative? Is it not very abſurd, that at this very Seaſon ſet apart on 
on purpoſe to commemorate our Lord's Birth, and in the doing of which 
ve pretend to be at this time emply d, we ſhould ſo far forget, or ſo little 
conſider, what was the Deſign of his Coming, as to live and act in the 
greateſt poſſible Contradiction thereto; not only making this Feſtival an 
Oczafion and Opportunity, but ſeeming likewiſe to think it an Excuſe or 
Juſtification of our allowing our ſelves in ſuch Irregularities and Extra- 
vagauces of Life and Behaviour, as we our ſelves ſhould be aſham'd of at 
any other time? | | 4 | 
That this is the manner of a great many People's keeping Chriſtmas, ” 
I'm ſure I ſhall. not need to tell you; But I hope better things of you, and 
things that e Salvation. I hope you do, and 1 pray God 
regard the Work of the Lord, ſo ſeriouſſy conſider 
and reflect upon the Dehgn ot our Saviour's firſt coming, às to keep this 
Fraſt in remembrance thereof in a manner agreeable to the occaſion of it, 
and likewiſe to order our Whole Lives conformably thereunto, that ſo at 
his ſecond coming to judge the World, we may be found an acoeptable Peo- 
ple in his fight, through the ſame our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to whom vith the 
Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Hononr and Glory, now and for ever. 
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